SOER DANTSSTHE DREGONEAN
Adrienne Inskeep and Paul Van Siyke spent flve years transforming an old power substation into an expansive Thai restaurant on Mortheast Alberta Street.
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Intrepid duo give bmlqu an electrifying new life

By Mark Anderson
SPECIAL TO THE OREGOMNIAN

tately 19305 Mediter-

ranean industrial struc-

ture? Or upscale Thai
eatery?

Adhering to Portland-style
logic, Siam Society Bistro and
Bar is bath. But it's no
MeMenamin brothers retrofit.
The MNortheast Alberta Street
restaurant is the improbable cre-
ation of hushand and wife Paul
Van Slyke and Adrienne Inskeep.

Marking Siam’s first year in
business — in thie hlack and with
soliel reviews Torinventive cook-
ing — the couple are finally able
o exhale and reflect on their

five-year adventure of turning an
old power substation into anoth-
er kind of electrifying presence.

“Hands down, it's the most
interesting building on Alberta
Street,” says Gabriel Dominek,
project manager at Holst

[ Architecture, a local firm

invalved in the transformation’s
early stages. “But it really
required quite a bit of vision and
commitment to bring that place
to where it is today.”

MNeighbors are pleased, too.

“Every time [ go in there, 1
can't believe what they've done,”
says Michelle Ohvando, chair-
woman of the Concordia
Meighhorhood Association,

Siam Sdcietv Bistro
and Bar

Where & when: 2703 M.E. Alberta
St 4 to @ p.m. Monday through
Thursday, 4 to 1 p.m. Friday and
Saturday, closed Sunday

Get In touch: 503-922-3675,
infofEsiamsociety.com,
www.siamsociety.com

was in there for an art exhibit
many years ago, and the build-
ing was full of walls. | can't imag-
ine what it cost to take those
walls down.”

She’s especially happy the
stucco-and-concrete structure,
listed an the National Register of

Historic Places, was saved. “We
were afraid that the building
would get torn down. So what
they've done has been perfect
for the street and the neighbor-
hood. Instead of tearing it down,
they brought it back to life.”

fan Slyke, 35, and Inskeep, 27,
discovered the forlorn structure
on the cormer of 27th Avenue
and Alberta in early 2002, Il was
boarded up and for sale after a
couple of decades sitting mostly
vacant.

Built in 1931, the Northwest-
ern Electric Co. Alberta Substa-
tion was designed to meld into
the Concordia neighborhood,
then a flourishing streetcar

suburh. The building trafficked
in kilowatts until the mid-
1980s, when its electrical
equipment was removed. A
maze of towering concrete
walls and dirt-loored bunkers
was left behind.

“When [ first walked into the
place and saw all those walls
and bunkers, [ said, "This won’
work,' " Van Slyke says. "But my
dad convinced us that it would
work. So we started planning
the demolition and looking at
our finances. We came up with a
business plan, But we were very
green.”

With a second mortgage and
backing from family, they raised
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COURTESY OF TR SDOETY

When the couple bought the bulkding on the corner of Mortheast ZTih
Avenue, it was a labyrinth of walls and had 3of vacont for years.

L300,000 for the property and
amother S300,000 for cvenything
clse, including an addition in
barck for the kitchen They sooned
2 515,000 grard ansd hived a bocal
company: Faster Permits, (o
haarsclhe thae mountain of city
paperwoik,

It heped thab Vian Slykes pur-
erits have owned a populas T
restiuEang in Begene, Mekalas,
Towr 200 vers, Fromm e, they
reeivedd used tables, chides and
place settings — and knowing
counsel Secondhand kichen
eouipoment came from a culi-
rary center. The main bar was
s (oo & messive wood
beam fovmd at a salvage yasd.

Bt the couple still had real-
[ife restaurant dues (o pay. So as
sws and sledgehammeers
brought the walls down in
Porland, the couple moved to
Eugenic and spent 3 ¥ ymars
womking af Mekalak,

“That was boot Gumg,” Van
Slyhar says, smiling,

“ Bt it wans goa] 10 Hiavee &
beivrshy Besiamuingy eXperno,” adds
[, whio esirmed ber Thai

cheels stripsss apprenticing with
Van shyke'’s mother. “Ie peally
endid up being fonunate that
everythings book =0 lang,”

ooy, throswing open Sk
Sociery’s front doors still provides
a jolL. Soarmg cellings, wide-open
spaces and 8-fool-tall arched
wincons give way 1o gigantic
vases, draped fabric swatches,
livedy answork and soft dghting.

I orginal Siructure was
actually overbult, so we didnit
have 1o doa seismic retodin,” sayvs
Pam Hillstroam e Hill & Dl
Engineering in Eugene. “And
sievce it was all concnete, there was
nio ashesios issuee and no ani-
ronmenial issues to deal with”

Wan Shyke and Inskeop, enjos-
ing the neighborhood's quirky
bonhomid, ane grricful the paoj-
ect went mare smoathly than il
could have

“We wene really Boping some
restatreur would come in, fin-
sy Lhe: place andd (ad — and that
weeth be abile 1o stan up from
whiepe they left off.” van Slyke
s "Bt nobody wanied o take
on swch a large project.” @



